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WESTERN POWER POWERLINES, SOUTHERN SUBURBS 
Grievance 

MR T.R. SPRIGG (Murdoch) [9.10 am]:  My grievance is to the Minister for Energy.  I suspect he has been 
expecting this grievance.  

Mr A.J. Carpenter:  That is the general idea of grievances.  

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  This grievance involves some 250 people in the electorates of the members for Riverton, 
Southern River and Thornlie, and Willagee, which obviously is the minister’s electorate.  It concerns the 
monstrosities that, as we speak, Western Power is erecting along Roe Highway to extend electricity services 
from Bibra Lake to Cannington.  Way back, about two and a half years ago, only 540 people in a 13.3 kilometre 
section of line were consulted about the route of this powerline.  The Ombudsman has suggested that the 
consultation process was flawed and insufficient.  As a result, an investigation is under way as I speak.  

Mr A.D. McRae:  Murder for Murdoch -   

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  The member for Riverton should listen because this grievance could help him also.  
According to the constituents who are affected by this infrastructure, the wrong route has been chosen and it has 
been planned by stealth, especially given the route originally proposed.  One of the points made during some 
discussion with community groups was that the Roe 7 Alliance people, who are building Roe Highway, were to 
be involved in the consultation process.  As I found out only fairly recently, no such thing happened.  No real 
commitment has been shown to address residents’ concerns on this issue.  Obviously, infrastructure must be 
established.  The minister will address that and he has said previously that someone must be disadvantaged in 
these situations.  However, that is no comfort to the people involved.   

We were told that the poles carrying the wires were a new type of pole that would eventually corrode and fade 
into the background and look less conspicuous.  I go for a walk of a morning, and at six o’clock, when the sun is 
shining, those poles shine so brightly that they might as well be made of sterling silver.   

No commitment has been shown to mitigation.  Western Power people said that they understood that this 
infrastructure would affect visual amenity and that Western Power would try to establish vegetation screening 
around the poles.  Its commitment to that has been very poor indeed.  Approximately 200 people have lodged 
applications for mitigation.  Only one landscape architect has seen, I think, about half a dozen people at this 
stage.  I requested a meeting with him, and it took six weeks before he could see me.  That does not show any 
commitment to mitigation.  

The minister answered a question on notice by saying that it would cost $86 million to place the cables 
underground from Bibra Lake to South Street.  Given the way in which this government is raking in the money, 
perhaps that would be money well spent.  The minister has shown little commitment to these concerns.  Four and 
a half months ago one of his constituents in Bibra Lake made a request of the minister, and that person is still 
waiting for an answer.  Residents and people who have been concerned about this issue have seen neither hide 
nor hair of the minister.  I acknowledge that he has been gallivanting around the countryside and been involved 
in various other issues.  However, his response in this place on 23 August to a question I asked was flippant and 
arrogant when he said, “Bad luck, someone must miss out.”  In his response he said he would get one of his staff 
to visit the people concerned.  That person probably does not exist because no-one has reported to me that they 
have seen a member of his staff.  The minister had to be dragged kicking and screaming to the steps of 
Parliament House a few weeks ago to talk to those people because he has not had time to go out and see what is 
happening.  I can predict that when the minister responds; he will say that someone must miss out, as he said 
before.  I remind the minister that he is speaking on behalf of his colleagues in this place whose constituents also 
have a problem with this.  I ask the minister to look at this photograph and see whether he would like those poles 
in his street.  A note from one of my constituents in Leeming reads - 

Well, the sun is shining, and I’m really enjoying the magnificent vista of a string of massive steel poles 
stretching across the ridge line before me.  Now of course, the actual transmission lines are being strung 
between the pole tops, and are catching the sun too.  Nice touch.  So much better than the previous 
outlook; a ridge line dominated by native vegetation and a stand of pine trees . . .   

The minister has done some terrific work in this place at various stages but his approach to this issue cannot be 
classed among that work.   

MR A.J. CARPENTER (Willagee - Minister for Energy) [9.16 am]:  The member had another 44 seconds of 
his time left, so he could have railed against me a bit more!  I appreciate that the member for Murdoch has raised 
this grievance in this house.  That is the job of local members.  If something practical could be done to alleviate 
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this problem, do members honestly think I would be standing here answering this grievance?  This issue reflects 
real life and we must deal with what happens in real life.  As I said when I was dragged “kicking and screaming” 
- by whom I do not know - to the front of this place to talk to the 30 people who came here, I told them that I 
would be honest with them.  The honest answer to their queries is that that power cannot be transported any other 
way.  I will paraphrase what I said because my language was a little more blunt when I was at the front of the 
building.  Anyone, including the member for Murdoch, who says things could be done differently would be 
lying.  That is the reality.  Anyone who stood in front of a group of upset constituents and told them not to worry 
and that if they were in government they would do it differently, even though it would cost - not $80 million or 
$220 million but billions of dollars to install the length of the entire stretch of poles, because it would have to be 
done for everybody else - would be lying to them.  Let us be honest with people.  It is unfortunate that we must 
put up with such things as infrastructure for high voltage powerlines.  I have them strung around my electorate.  I 
understand the member for Murdoch is one of my constituents and might be directly affected by this 
manifestation of infrastructure.  However, in my electorate, high voltage powerlines are strung over Coolbellup 
and Samson and run into Kardinya.  That is the reality of living in a big city through which we must build 
infrastructure - in this case for electricity - from one area to another.  There is no way around it.  If it could be 
done differently, it would be.  

I have notes from Western Power explaining the process.  I said before to the member for Murdoch that I was 
not happy with Western Power’s account to me of its consultation with the local residents.  However, let us be 
realistic.  Everyone in Parliament knows that consultation efforts are made on these issues.  The member said 
during debate on the school leaving age that, until actual change happens and stares people in the face, the 
majority of people do not take much interest.  Suddenly, they say, “How come this has happened; I didn’t know 
about it?”  Western Power did make an effort to notify people in the area.  It also notified and had meetings with, 
as I understand it, every local member of Parliament whose constituents will be affected.  That included the 
member for Murdoch’s predecessor and a member of Parliament on our side, the member for Riverton, whose 
constituents will be even more affected than the constituents whom the member for Murdoch represents in this 
place.  All those members of Parliament agreed with Western Power that this was the best route available.  There 
is no other option.  Imagine the furore if we were to tell the people in the fast-growing area of Canning Vale that 
they will not be able to get a reliable electricity supply because people will not accept high-voltage powerlines 
along Roe Highway.  

The powerlines will not be going over people’s houses, as I have seen in places like the United States, Scotland 
and France.  I mention those countries because the people who are running the argument that the member for 
Murdoch is running are telling some of the affected residents that in other countries of the world these 
powerlines are put underground. 

Mr T.R. Sprigg:  They are.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  They are not.  I have been there.  I have seen them.  I was in Aberdeen a couple of 
weeks ago.  The powerlines are going straight over people’s houses.  I made the comment that it is obviously not 
an issue there, and I was assured by the people in the area that it is a big issue there.  The only time anywhere in 
the world when high voltage 330-kilovolt powerlines are put underground is if they cannot physically be put 
above ground.  For example, if new high-voltage powerlines had to be put through the centre of the city, they 
would be put underground.  If they had to be put across suburbia, they would also be put underground rather than 
be strung over people’s houses.  In this situation, there is a big freeway reservation.  It is called Roe Highway.  
The land on either side of Roe Highway is mainly commercial and industrial.  However, there are some houses.  
It is unfortunate that there will be a negative visual impact.   

Mr N.R. Marlborough:  It would be easier to move the houses! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  It would be!  If I could do something realistic and practical about that situation, I 
would do it.  I went through the whole process with Western Power.  The person in my office, Brett Saddler, had 
been speaking to these people even before the member raised this matter with me.  He was the one who brought 
this matter to my attention.  He came back to me and said there was an issue, and that we needed to speak to 
Western Power about what is happening.  I then asked him whether there was an alternative, and he said no.  
Therefore, we need to do something.  It may seem tokenistic to tell people who have a picture in their minds, and 
in some cases in their view, of very large power poles that we will try to ameliorate the impact by putting in 
some landscaping.  People are saying that is not good enough.  I agree it is not perfect, and it will not make 
everybody happy, but it is all I can suggest we can do.  If there are problems with the attention that is being paid 
by Western Power to the landscape mitigation effort, I will take that up with Western Power; in fact, I will raise 
it with Western Power today.  However, the bottom line is that this is the only route that we can take these 
powerlines through without creating a massive issue for probably tens of thousands of other people.  That is the 
reality of this situation.  If there was a realistic, practical and viable alternative, I would pursue it.  However, 
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there is not.  That is why we are in this situation.  The other side of the equation is the scenario that would arise 
if we told all the people who live in the fast-growing areas in the south eastern corridor that we will not be able 
to give them a reliable supply of electricity because it will have too much of a visual impact on a few hundred 
people closer to the coast.  Imagine what they would say!   
 


